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VA Western Community College 
Student Code of Conduct Addendum and Facility Use Provisions 

 
I. Student Conduct Addendum  

 
The College’s Student Code of Conduct is hereby amended to include the following provisions and any 
violation of such shall be grounds for discipline under the College’s Student Code of Conduct policy. All 
other provisions remain unchanged and applicable:  

A. Disruptive Acts 
1. Disrupting or obstructing the normal learning, living, or work environments of other 

members of the College community or the functions or activities of the College (as well as 
activities conducted on the College’s property with its permission) is prohibited. Examples 
include: blocking entrances, corridors or exits; interfering with ongoing educational 
activities, cultural events, or recreational, extracurricular or athletic programs; unauthorized 
presence in a building after normal closing hours or after notice that the building is being 
closed; interfering with vehicular or pedestrian traffic; creating unsanitary conditions; and 
interfering with any other effort to protect the health and safety of members of the College 
community or larger public.  

 
2. No person may obstruct, disrupt, or attempt by physical force to cancel or discontinue 

speech by any speaker or the observation of speech by any person intending to see or hear a 
speaker.  

 
B. Violations of Laws, Regulations, and Ordinances  

1. Prohibited conduct includes violations of federal, state, or local laws, regulations, orders, or 
ordinances.  

 
a. Students have a continuing duty to promptly report to the Office of Student Affairs 

any arrests for violations of federal, state, local, or international law, excluding minor 
traffic violations that do not result in injury to others. This duty applies regardless of 
where the arrest occurred (inside or outside the Commonwealth of Virginia) and 
regardless of whether the College is in session at the time of the arrest. An arrest 
includes the issuance of a written citation or summons regardless of whether the 
student is taken into custody by law enforcement. Charges related to driving under 
the influence of alcohol or other drugs are not “minor traffic violations” and must be 
reported.  

 
C. Masking to Conceal Identity  

 
1. Consistent with Virginia Code § 18.2-422, any individual who is present on College property 

or attending a College event who is wearing a mask, hood, or other device whereby a 
substantial portion of the face is hidden or covered so as to conceal the identity of the 
wearer, must present a valid college or government issued identification document 
containing both the person’s legal name and photograph when requested by a Campus 
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Police Officer or otherwise establish the individual’s identity to the satisfaction of the 
Campus Police Officer.  

 
D. Encampments 

 
1. The construction or occupation of a Camping Tent is prohibited.  

 
a. “Camping Tent” means any collapsible tent or structure, typically having as its basic 

components a flexible material supported by a framework, designed, intended, or 
used as temporary shelter while camping or on recreational outdoor 
outings.  Camping Tents may include tents known as “pup tents,” “dome tents,” 
“cabin tents,” “hiker tents,” and “backpacking tents.”   

b. A “Camping Tent” does not include a tent with all sides entirely open and where 
there is an unobstructed view into such tent from the outside at all angles.  All other 
conduct provisions apply to the use of open tents.   

c. Only tents approved in advance pursuant to the V-5 Use of College Facilities Policy 
shall be permitted.  No Camping Tents shall be permitted at any time.  All tents of 
any type must be removed no later than 10 PM and the campus closes at 11 PM.   
 

2. Camping is prohibited on property owned, leased, or operated by the College, Virginia 
Community College System, or their foundations.   
 

a. “Camping” means the act of using any part of the property or facilities for living 
accommodation purposes, such as establishment of temporary or permanent living 
quarters, sleeping outdoors overnight or making preparations for overnight sleeping 
(including the laying down of bedding), storing personal belongings, using any tent, 
shelter, or similar structure regardless of size for sleeping; sleeping in, on, or under 
parked vehicles, or setting up temporary or permanent sleeping areas outdoors or in 
structures not designated for human occupancy.  

b. “Camping” does not include the use of College, VCCS, or their foundations’ property 
that has been wholly or partially designated as sleeping or relaxation areas; a 
tailgating activity in conjunction with a College, VCCS, or foundation event; or the 
use of temporary hammocks or lounge furniture for recreation or studying activities 
outdoors on College, VCCS, or foundation owned property during the hours of 7 AM 
– 10 PM1.   
 

3. These prohibitions shall not apply to the College, the Virginia Community College System 
Office, or the College or System foundations or to Non-Camping Tents erected for their use.     
 

4. These prohibitions shall not apply to federal, state, or local governments or their agencies or 
to Non-Camping Tents erected for their use.   

 
E. Applicability:  

 

 
1Individuals on campus outside of the designated hours can be arrested and prosecuted for trespassing. 
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1. The Code of Conduct, including this Addendum, shall apply both to the conduct of individual 
students as well as student organizations. 
 

2. Each recognized student organization shall represent that its activities and the activities of its 
members will not violate federal, state, or local law; or the College’s Code of Conduct, 
including this Addendum.   
 

3. The Code of Conduct, including this Addendum, applies to all student activities within 
College, VCCS, or their foundations’ programs or activities wherever located.  The Code of 
Conduct, including this Addendum, also applies to all student conduct occurring on the 
College campus and on any property owned, leased, or operated by the College, VCCS, or 
their foundations. The Code of Conduct, including this Addendum, additionally applies to 
any property used as a student residence and in regard to which students have expressly 
agreed to abide by or provided written consent to be governed by College policies. 
Violations of other College or VCCS policies may result in disciplinary action under the 
Student Code of Conduct.  

 
Facilities Use Provisions 

 
Each college is directed to review its policies and procedures applicable to on campus activities 

and determine whether the provisions below are reflected within existing policies and procedures. If 
current policies are inconsistent with the requirements below, the college shall modify its relevant policies 
to include these requirements.   

Each college must adopt provisions set forth in Section G verbatim Any variance in language for 
Section G is subject to legal review by System Counsel’s Office and requires prior approval from the 
Chancellor prior to implementation. Applicable provisions may be found in general facility use or 
expressive activity policies.  

 
A. All events must have an institution-affiliated sponsor or be pursuant to a signed facility use and/or 

rental agreement with an external third-party user that obligates the third-party user to comply 
with the College’s use rules. Both institution-affiliated and external third-party users must 
designate someone onsite or immediately available throughout the event who is responsible for 
ensuring compliance with use rules.  

 
B. Certain locations are altogether prohibited from usage for non-institution affiliated events, 

including designated student housing, administrative buildings, and academic buildings during 
instructional time.  

 
B. An advance reservation process with a written agreement is required.  The agreement must 

include specified times and identified locations for the reserved use.  Such reservation must 
include an agreement to follow College facility use rules and to comply with all federal, state, and 
local laws. The reserving individual must acknowledge these obligations and agree to comply.  
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C. Groups and individuals participating in the facility use activities are accountable for compliance 
with the provisions of this policy. Violations of this policy may be grounds for disciplinary action 
against students and employees.  Violations of this policy also constitute grounds for revocation 
of the user’s facility use permit.  Individuals or groups who invite non-College participants may be 
held accountable for such participants’ compliance with this policy.  

 
D. No illegal activity is permitted at events.  

 
E. Disrupting or obstructing the normal learning, living, or work environments of other members of 

the College community or the functions or activities of the College (as well as activities 
conducted on the College’s property with its permission) is prohibited. Examples include: 
blocking entrances, corridors or exits; interfering with ongoing educational activities, cultural 
events, or recreational, extracurricular or athletic programs; unauthorized presence in a building 
after normal closing hours or after notice that the building is being closed; interfering with 
vehicular or pedestrian traffic; creating unsanitary conditions; and interfering with any other 
effort to protect the health and safety of members of the College community or larger public.  

 
F. The construction or occupation of a Camping Tent is prohibited.  

 
1. “Camping Tent” means any collapsible tent or structure, typically having as its basic 

components a flexible material supported by a framework, designed, intended, or used as 
temporary shelter while camping or on recreational outdoor outings.  Camping Tents may 
include tents known as “pup tents,” “dome tents,” “cabin tents,” “hiker tents,” and 
“backpacking tents.”   

2. A “Camping Tent” does not include a tent with all sides entirely open and where there is an 
unobstructed view into such tent from the outside at all angles.   

3. All tents require advance approval through the facility use approval process.  Only Event Tents 
shall be permitted to remain on the property overnight.  All other tents of any type must be 
removed no later than 10PM 2 
 

a. “Event Tent” is a non-Camping Tent and is not less than 400 square feet or a tent that 
requires skilled or professional installation and removal. 

i. Event Tents must comply with all other V-5 Use of College Facilities policy 
Event Tents may not be occupied or used during the hours of 10:30 PM – 6 
AM.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2Individuals on campus outside of the designated hours can be arrested and prosecuted for trespassing. 
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4. Camping is prohibited on property owned, leased, or operated by the College, Virginia 
Community College System, or their foundations.   
 

a. “Camping” means the act of using any part of the property or facilities for living 
accommodation purposes, such as establishment of temporary or permanent living 
quarters, sleeping outdoors overnight or making preparations for overnight sleeping 
(including the laying down of bedding), storing personal belongings, using any tent, 
shelter, or similar structure regardless of size for sleeping; sleeping in, on, or under 
parked vehicles, or setting up temporary or permanent sleeping areas outdoors or in 
structures not designated for human occupancy.  

b. “Camping” does not include the use of College, VCCS, or their foundations’ property 
that has been wholly or partially designated as sleeping or relaxation areas; a 
tailgating activity in conjunction with a College, VCCS, or foundation event; or the use 
of temporary hammocks or lounge furniture on College, VCCS, or foundation owned 
property for recreation or studying activities outdoors during the hours of 7 AM – 10 
PM3.   
 

5. These prohibitions shall not apply to the College, the Virginia Community College System 
Office, or the College or System foundations or to Non-Camping Tents erected for their use.     
 

6. These prohibitions shall not apply to federal, state, or local governments or their agencies or 
to Non-Camping Tents erected for their use.   

 
3Individuals on campus outside of the designated hours can be arrested and prosecuted for trespassing. 


